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 Rathdrum 
                              City Council Agenda                                  

                    December 09, 2015 
                                      6:00 p.m. 
   
 

 

Location:  City Council Chamber 
  8047 W. Main Street     
  Rathdrum, ID  83858 
  (208) 687-0261 
 
 
 

WELCOME-PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES- Thank You. 
 

 

1) CALL THE MEETING TO ORDER 
 

2) PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
3) ROLL CALL 

 

4) AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA 
 

5) CONSENT CALENDAR APPROVAL  
A) Special Council Minutes of November 12, 2015 
B) Special Council Minutes of November 24, 2015  

C)   Regular and Special Bills as presented 
D)   Acceptance of Public Infrastructure for North Ranch at Corbin Crossing, 3rd Addition 
E)  Acceptance of Public Infrastructure for North Ranch at Corbin Crossing, 4th Addition 
F)   Approval of Purchase of New Police Vehicles 

  G)   Approval of Surplus of Admin & Parks & Recreation Equipment  

                

6) CEREMONIES AND REPORTS 
A) Presentation of Plaques to Parks and Recreation Commission Members Sandy Wessling and 

Andy Olson. 
 

7) VISITORS COMMENTS – An opportunity to address concerns not on the agenda  
(No formal action allowed – 3 minute time limit per issue) issues may be placed on subsequent 
agenda. Comments regarding performance by city employees are inappropriate at this time and 
should be directed to the Mayor, either by subsequent appointment or after tonight’s meeting, 
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if time permitting. Repeated comments of the same or similar topic will be considered out of 
order and not allowed. 
 

8) PUBLIC HEARINGS 
A)  Prairie Sky Phase 2, 3, 4 & 5 Preliminary Plat- The plat is a 191 lot subdivision located East of 

Meyer Road and North of Lancaster road on approximately 43.3 acres. 
 

9) OLD BUSINESS 
 

10) NEW BUSINESS  
A) Request to Idaho Transportation Department (ITD) for Change of Speed Limit on SH 53 
       at the east entrance to the City Resolution. 
 

11) CITY ADMINISTRATOR REPORT/CALENDARING 
 
12) MAYOR’S REPORT/APPOINTMENTS 

A) Childhood Cancer Awareness Week in Rathdrum 
 

13) COUNCIL REPORTS 
 

14) ADJOURN 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rathdrum City Hall is an ADA accessible building.  Assistance for persons with disabilities will be 
provided upon 24-hours’ notice prior to the meeting. 
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City of Rathdrum 

Memo 

To: Mayor and City Council 

From: Brett Boyer, City Administrator 

Date: 12/4/2015 

Re: Council Agenda Notes  

Executive Summary of Agenda 

5. Consent Agenda 

 A. Special Council Meeting Minutes of November 12, 2015—For your review. 

 B. Special Council Meeting Minutes of November 24, 2015—For your Review 

 C. Regular and Special Bills as presented—For your review. 

 D. Acceptance of Public Infrastructure for North Ranch at Corbin Crossing, 3rd Addition—
Public Works have inspected the improvements and found them complete.  The necessary surety 
warranty has been submitted and so Public Works is recommending acceptance of the infrastructure.  

E. Acceptance of Public Infrastructure for North Ranch at Corbin Crossing, 4th Addition—Same 
as above.  Ready for acceptance. 

F. Approval of Purchase of New Police Vehicles-The Police Dept. has found two new 
Explorers under State Bid Contract for a substantial savings.   The cost per Explorer is $27,393 or 
total $54,786.  The two new vehicles will be used for those on the SWAT team as they need more 
space for their gear. (See memo) 

G. Approval of Surplus of Admin. Parks & Recreation Equipment-There is miscellaneous office 
equipment they wish to surplus.  See memo 

6. Ceremonies and Report—Presentation of Plaques to Parks and Recreation Commission Members 
Sandy Wessling and Andy Olson.   

8. Public Hearings—Prairie Sky Phase 2,3,4 & 5 Preliminary Plan—the plat is a 191 lot subdivision 
located East of Meyer Road and North of Lancaster Road on approximately 43.3 acres.  This is a 
phased approach continuing the residential single family development between Meyer Rd. and 
Lancaster across from KTEC and the School property.  See project information. 

9. Old Business—None 

 10. New Business 
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A)  Request to Idaho Transportation  Department (ITD) for change of speed limit on SH 53 at 
the east entrance to the City Resolution—This is a resolution in support of changing the 
speed limit from 55 to 35 mph further out (half mile) for those entering or leaving the City 
on Hwy. 53.  This is meant to go to ITD to officially request the change on the State 
Highway.   

 
11. City Administrator Report/Calendaring 

12. Mayor’s Report/Appointments 

 A.)  Proclamation for Childhood Cancer Awareness Week in Rathdrum   

13. Council Reports 

14. Adjourn  

 



CALENDAR 
December– 2015 

 
 

 

Dec 9  6:00 pm  Council Meeting 

Dec 10  10:30 am  Senior Center Meeting 

Dec 10  1:30 pm  KMPO                                     

Dec 11  9:00 am  Council Payday 

Dec 12  5:30 pm  City Holiday Party       

Dec 16  6:00 pm  Planning & Zoning Commission 

Dec 17  12:00 pm  Chamber Luncheon 

Dec 22  8:00 am  KCATT 

Dec 25  HOLIDAY   Christmas- City Office’s Closed 

Jan 1   HOLIDAY   New Year’s Day- City Office’s Closed 

Jan 5   7:00 am  Jobs Plus Meeting 

Jan 5   5:00 pm  Gem Committee 

Jan 8   8:00 am  Council Payday 

Jan 13  6:00 pm  Council Meeting 

                            

 

"Christmas waves a magic wand over this world, and behold,                        

everything is softer and more beautiful." 

Norman Vincent Peale 
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 Rathdrum 
                     City Council Special Minutes                                 

                November 12, 2015 
                                 6:00 p.m. 
   
 

 

Location:  City Council Chamber 
  8047 W. Main Street     
  Rathdrum, ID  83858 
  (208) 687-0261 
 
 
 

WELCOME-PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES- Thank You. 
 

 

1) CALL THE MEETING TO ORDER 
Meeting called to order at 6:00 p.m. 

 
2) PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
3) ROLL CALL 

 
PRESENT:                               Councilor Holmes, Councilor Laws, Councilor Meckel and Mayor 

Holmes. 
       ABSENT: Councilor Worthen 
       STAFF: City Administrator Boyer, City Engineer/Public Works Director Jump, 

City Clerk/Treasurer Taylor, City Planner Armes, Parks & Recreation 
Director Bridges, Police Chief Fuhr and City Attorney Cafferty. 

 

4) AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA 
 
Mayor Holmes added under New Business item 10d, Canvassing of the 2015 City Election 
Results stating that a good faith reason is that we just received the results from the County 
this afternoon.   
 

Councilor Meckel made a MOTION to add item 10d under New Business, the Canvassing of the Votes 
for the 2015 City Election to the agenda. Motion seconded by Councilor Laws. 

  
             AYES: Councilor Holmes 
 Councilor Laws 
 Councilor Meckel 



 

 
Page 2 

 
  

             NAYES: None 
             ABSENT: Councilor Worthen 
 
             Motion Passed by majority. 

 
City Administrator Boyer stated that item 10b has two parts, one is the agreement with North 
Idaho College and the other is the agreement with Terry Nichols.  City Attorney Cafferty stated 
that he would like to have them separated and approved separately.  He stated that he did 
not make it clear to staff that it needed to be two separate agenda items.   
 

Councilor Meckel made a MOTION to add item 10e under New Business, the Property Use Agreement 
with North Idaho College with a good faith reason being that it was provided to the public but not 
separated as an agenda item.  Motion seconded by Councilor Holmes. 

  
             AYES: Councilor Holmes 
 Councilor Laws 
 Councilor Meckel 
             NAYES: None 
             ABSENT: Councilor Worthen 
 
             Motion Passed by majority. 

 
5) CONSENT CALENDAR APPROVAL  

A)   Special Council Minutes of October 8, 2015 
B) Regular Council Minutes of October 14, 2015 
C) Special Council Minutes of October 29, 2015 
D) Special Council Minutes of October 31, 2015 
E)   Regular and Special Bills as presented 
F) Declaration of Certain City Property as Surplus- Police 
 

Councilor Laws made a MOTION to accept the consent calendar as presented. Motion seconded by 
Councilor Holmes. 

  
             AYES: Councilor Holmes 
 Councilor Laws 
 Councilor Meckel 
             NAYES: None 
             ABSENT: Councilor Worthen 
 
             Motion Passed by majority. 
           

6) CEREMONIES AND REPORTS 
 

7) VISITORS COMMENTS – An opportunity to address concerns not on the agenda  
(No formal action allowed – 3 minute time limit per issue) issues may be placed on subsequent 
agenda. Comments regarding performance by city employees are inappropriate at this time and 
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should be directed to the Mayor, either by subsequent appointment or after tonight’s meeting, 
if time permitting. Repeated comments of the same or similar topic will be considered out of 
order and not allowed. 
 

8) PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 

9) OLD BUSINESS 
 

10) NEW BUSINESS  
A) Approval of Niche Wall Project 
 

Parks & Recreation Director Bridges stated that the current Niche Wall consists of 40 spots of which 
only 12 are left.  The Cemetery board and staff have recommended that we start the process of 
constructing another niche wall.  The cost is approximately $18,000 but when all the spots are sold it 
will pay for itself.   He stated that it is made of granite and is a rose color and will be installed directly 
north of the existing wall.   

 
Councilor Meckel made a MOTION to seek bids for the Cemetery Niche Wall Project. Motion 
seconded by Councilor Laws. 

  
             AYES: Councilor Holmes 
 Councilor Laws 
 Councilor Meckel 
             NAYES: None 
             ABSENT: Councilor Worthen 
 
             Motion Passed by majority. 
           

B) Approval of Farm Lease Agreement of Cities 320 Acres off of Greensferry Rd.  
 
City Administrator Boyer gave an overview stating that the only changes in this agreement is the 
longer lease term going for 4 years instead of renewing annually and section 10 which adds the 
North Idaho College property use.  Other than noted the terms of the agreement remain the 
same.  Mr. Nichols currently has a peppermint crop but is moving back to wheat.  He has been a 
great Stewart of the land and it has been a positive working relationship with him.   

 
Councilor Holmes made a MOTION to approve the lease with Terry & Tana Nichols, Dba TNT Farms 
for a four year term. Motion seconded by Councilor Meckel. 

  
             AYES: Councilor Holmes 
 Councilor Laws 
 Councilor Meckel 
             NAYES: None 
             ABSENT: Councilor Worthen 
             Motion Passed by majority. 
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       C) Resolution for Destruction of Records – Public Works 

 
Councilor Meckel made a MOTION to approve the Resolution for Destruction of Records-Public 
Works as presented.   Motion seconded by Councilor Laws. 

  
             AYES: Councilor Holmes 
 Councilor Laws 
 Councilor Meckel 
             NAYES: None 
             ABSENT: Councilor Worthen 
 
             Motion Passed by majority. 
 

D) Approval of Canvass of Election Results 

  
City Clerk/Treasurer Taylor gave a brief overview of the Canvass of Election results stating that state 
code requires that the City accept the results and affidavit from the County Elections office.   

 
Councilor Holmes made a MOTION to accept the 2015 Canvass of Election Results as presented.     
Motion seconded by Councilor Meckel. 

  
             AYES: Councilor Holmes 
 Councilor Laws 
 Councilor Meckel 
             NAYES: None 
             ABSENT: Councilor Worthen 
 
             Motion Passed by majority. 

 
E)  Approval of Agreement with North Idaho College (NIC) for spring classes to be held on City 
property. 
 
City Administrator Boyer gave an overview stating that the terms have not changed that were 
presented previously and that this needs to be finalized quickly so they can begin spring 
registration.  He also stated that they would like to install a porta potty and be able to park 
vehicles and access the property using our roads.   

 
Councilor Holmes made a MOTION to approve the 2016 North Idaho College Property Use Agreement 
for the spring semester. Motion seconded by Councilor Laws. 

  
             AYES: Councilor Holmes 
 Councilor Laws 
 Councilor Meckel 
             NAYES: None 
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             ABSENT: Councilor Worthen 
 
             Motion Passed by majority. 

 
11) CITY ADMINISTRATOR REPORT/CALENDARING 
 

- We have a new sound system in Council Chambers 
- With your blessing we will send out the Holiday Letter and gift card to Employees 
- A reminder that the 2015 Annual Holiday Party, December 12th @ 5:30 pm 
- Congratulations to Melissa for receiving her PRIMA Certification last week 
- Thank you from the Lions Club for the logs the City donated from the Mountain Harvest 
- We received another check from our Mountain Harvest- $9,700 
- Upcoming Mountain Meetings and report will come back to the Council 
- We are in the process of hiring a Utility 1 & Utility II Worker for Public Works 
- Ellen Larson- Historical Society transitioning to new leadership 

 
12) MAYOR’S REPORT/APPOINTMENTS 

A) Pancreatic Cancer Month Proclamation  
 
Mayor Holmes proclaimed November as Pancreatic Cancer Month. 
 
KMPO is cancelled this month 
 

13) COUNCIL REPORTS 
 

 Councilor Holmes- Concerned about snow plowing and emergency in Deerfield.  
 

 Councilor Laws- Crossing lights are awesome!     

 
 Councilor Meckel- Loves the new mic’s, Great Job Brett.  What is going on with the Crossing 

lights? The Veterans Day Ceremony went really well! Fred will be the Grinch for December 
D’Lights. Streets and trailers, what are we doing? 

 
14) ADJOURN 
Meeting adjourned at 6:32 p.m. 

 
 
 
 
_____________________________________ 

            Vic Holmes, Mayor 
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Attest: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
________________________________________ 
         Melissa Taylor, City Clerk/Treasurer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rathdrum City Hall is an ADA accessible building.  Assistance for persons with disabilities will be 
provided upon 24-hours’ notice prior to the meeting. 



                                                                                               Rathdrum Mountain 
  Steering Committee Minutes 
  November 24, 2015 
  2:00 p.m.  
 
Location: City Council Chamber 
 8047 W. Main Street 
 Rathdrum, ID 83858 
 (208) 687-0261 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

A. Attendees: 

Councilor Meckel, Tony Meyers, Lisa Sexton, Shanie Roundtree, Deasa Stien, Kathy Robson, City 
Administrator Boyer, City Engineer/Public Works Director Jump, Parks Director Bridges, Police Chief Fuhr, 
Planner Armes, Jon Mueller (Landmark), Brad Marshall (J-U-B ENGINEERS). 

B. Introductions of Committee Members 

C. Discussion of Previous On-site Meeting 

1. Kathy agreed on gate location and Camp Host Site, and encouraged ADA accessible areas. 

2. Councilman Meckel stated we need to address safety, and have received a lot of good feedback on 
potential uses. 

3. Shani agreed on Entrance Host Site and need for phasing of improvements. 

4. Tony thanked the City for being on the Committee and while he did not favor development thought the 
logging looked good.  

D. Participation in Idea Puzzle Exercise with Aerial Photos 

1. Jon Mueller facilitated a discussion of the Steering Committee Members regarding potential land uses 
and locations using puzzle pieces representing entrance gates, parking areas, restrooms, trails, sledding 
hills, picnic tables, and viewpoints. 

2. The Steering Committee then agreed on an entrance gate location near the creek and gates just above 
the first view point at potential trail head locations. 

3. The Steering Committee further agreed that the first large, level, area could serve as Camp Host Site 
location, parking area, sledding hills, trail head, etc. (please see conceptual plan). 

4. The Committee also agreed the first view point would serve as a day-use area with additional parking 
areas, a turn-around, trail head, picnic tables, restrooms, and viewpoints (please see conceptual plan). 

5. The Steering Committee also discussed improving Barrett Road to Highway District Standards and 
improvements to the internal access road to Fire District Standards in support of Phase IA and Phase IB 
improvements. 

6. Lisa encouraged investigation of water sources for the Camp Host Site, possible tanks or well. 

7. Kathy would like proceeds from the timber sales to be used solely for Rathdrum Mountain facilities. 

8. The Committee encouraged the City to further prepare the plan and cost estimates for the mountain in 
order to budget and implement improvements over time. Panhandle Parks Foundation, private 



  Rathdrum Mountain Steering Committee Minutes 
  November 24, 2015 

Page 2 
 

donations were discussed as other potential funding sources, and that having a plan for the Mountain 
would assist with funding. 

9. The Committee agreed to protect Rathdrum Creek and limit improvements in the area other than 
natural trails and possible outside classroom use due to water quality protection. 

10. The Committee discussed the possibility of a loop road to the first viewpoint and agreed to discuss with 
the City Forester, etc. 

11. City staff agreed to further investigate fire allowances and restrictions for camp host and possible other 
groups with the City Attorney. Possibly consider fire allowance tied to multi-agency restrictions, etc. 

12. The committee agreed the Camp Host should be on-site from Memorial Day to Labor Day, seven days a 
week, with ability to run errands similar to Inland Paper Camp Host.          

E. Endorsement of Proposal and Translation to Report 

1. The Committee endorsed the Conceptual Plan, with Tony Meyers stating he was neutral. 

2. Mr. Mueller and Mr. Marshall stated they would prepare a letter report and final the conceptual plan for 
submittal and presentation to the City Council at the January meeting.           
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Memo 

To:   City Council 

From:  Kevin Jump 

CC:   

Date:  December 2, 2015 

Re:  North Ranch at Corbin Crossing – 3rd Addition 

 

North Ranch at Corbin Crossing – 3rd Addition has completed the construction of the 
public infrastructure within their project limits.  The developer has provided the 
required Warranty Surety to the city clerk’s office pertaining to the public 
improvements proposed for acceptance. 

As per requirement by Rathdrum City Code, the public infrastructure and street 
improvements constructed have been reviewed and found to be complete and 
acceptable by the Rathdrum Public Works Department.  We are herein seeking 
Rathdrum City Council’s formal acceptance of improvements for the subdivision 
known as North Ranch at Corbin Crossing – 3rd Addition. 

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 

8047 W. Main Street 
Rathdrum, ID  83858 

P  208.687.2700 
F  208.687.1377 
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Memo 

To:   City Council 

From:  Kevin Jump 

CC:   

Date:  December 2, 2015 

Re:  North Ranch at Corbin Crossing – 4th Addition 

 

North Ranch at Corbin Crossing – 4th Addition has completed the construction of the 
public infrastructure within their project limits with one exception.  The exception not 
completed to date is completion of landscaping along the east side of Railway 
Avenue consisting of irrigation, planting street trees and final grading and seeding of 
stormwater swales.  These items are proposed for completion in the Spring of 2016.  
A performance surety has already been provided to the city clerk’s office for the cost 
of construction to complete this landscaping.  The developer has also provided the 
required Warranty Surety to the city clerk’s office pertaining to the public 
improvements proposed for acceptance. 

As per requirement by Rathdrum City Code, the public infrastructure and street 
improvements constructed have been reviewed and found to be complete and 
acceptable by the Rathdrum Public Works Department.  We are herein seeking 
Rathdrum City Council’s formal acceptance of improvements for the subdivision 
known as North Ranch at Corbin Crossing – 4th Addition. 

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 

8047 W. Main Street 
Rathdrum, ID  83858 

P  208.687.2700 
F  208.687.1377 



1 

 
Rathdrum Police 

Department 

Memo 

To: Mayor and Council  

From:    Chief Kevin Fuhr 

CC: Administrator Brett Boyer, Clerk/Treasurer Melissa Taylor 

Date: November 30, 2015 

Re: Vehicle Purchase 

As approved through our budget process, the police department requested 
to purchase two new patrol cars to replace two existing patrol cars.   

At this time I am asking for authorization to purchase two Ford Explorer Utility 
vehicles that will be assigned to patrol.  The new vehicles will be assigned to 
our two SWAT officers so that they have additional room for their SWAT 
gear.  The new vehicles will replace a 2006 and 2007 Chevrolet Impala.  The 
2006 Impala is currently out of service with a major transmission problem 
and is not operable. 

The vehicles that I would like to purchase are 2016 Ford Explorer Utility 
patrol cars.  The purchase price per vehicle is $27,393.00 for a total price of 
$54,786.  I have budgeted $54,500.00 for new vehicles so I am $286.00 over 
budget which I will take out of another line item.    

I am requesting this purchase at this time due to the fact that the vehicles will 
not be delivered for approximately 14 to 16 weeks. 











































RESOLUTION - 1 

46643.0001.7815463.1 

RESOLUTION NO. _____ 

 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF RATHDRUM, KOOTENAI COUNTY, 

IDAHO, RECOMMENDING THE LOWERING OF THE SPEED LIMIT ON 

IDAHO STATE HIGHWAY 53, TO EXTEND THE 35 MPH SPEED LIMIT 

COMING INTO AND LEAVING THE CITY OF RATHDRUM TO ONE-HALF 

(1/2) MILE EAST OF THE INTERSECTION OF MEYER ROAD AND IDAHO 

STATE HIGHWAY 53.  

 

 WHEREAS, the City of Rathdrum recommends that the speed limit be lowered on Idaho State 

Highway 53, to extend the 35 MPH speed limit coming into and leaving the City of Rathdrum to one-

half (1/2) mile East of the intersection of Meyer Road and Idaho State Highway 53. 

 

 WHEREAS, the lowering of the speed limit would be for the benefit of the public and it is 

believed that it would help to alleviate the destruction of life, health, and property in this immediate 

area; 

 

 WHEREAS, it is represented that the time and conditions are now present for a lowering of the 

speed limit in this area because of the development and increased traffic in said area; 

 

 WHEREAS, the City of Rathdrum’s Public Works Director and Chief of Police have reviewed 

the speed designations and have encouraged the change; 

 

 WHEREAS, the use of the city’s pathway system and the increased use of the crosswalks at the 

intersection of Meyer Road and Idaho State Highway 53 warrants this speed reduction; 

 

 WHEREAS, a copy of this Resolution shall be sent by the City Clerk to the Idaho Department 

of Transportation; 

 

 WHEREAS, it is found and determined that all formal actions of this Council concerning and 

relating to the adoption of this Resolution were adopted in an open meeting of this Council, and that all 

deliberations of this Council resulted in such formal action occurred in meetings open to the public, in 

compliance with all legal requirements of the Idaho Open Meetings Law and Rathdrum City Code     

1-6-4; and 

 

 WHEREAS, this Resolution shall take effect and be in force from and after the earliest period 

allowed by law. 

 

 NOW THEREFORE,  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and City Council of the City of 

Rathdrum that the City of Rathdrum recommends the lowering of the speed limit on Idaho State 

Highway 53, to extend the 35 MPH speed limit coming into and leaving the City of Rathdrum to one-

half (1/2) mile East of the intersection of Meyer Road and Idaho State Highway 53. 

 

  



RESOLUTION - 2 

46643.0001.7815463.1 

Upon a motion to support the lowering of the speed limit on Idaho State Highway 53, to extend 

the 35 MPH speed limit coming into and leaving the City of Rathdrum to one-half (1/2) mile East of 

the intersection of Meyer Road and Idaho State Highway 53, made by Council Member 

_______________________________, seconded by Council Member ________________________, 

the following vote was recorded: 

 

 Council Member Debbie Holmes _____ Yes _____ No 

 Council Member Paula Laws  _____ Yes _____ No 

 Council Member Fred Meckel _____ Yes _____ No 

 Council Member Mark Worthen _____ Yes _____ No 

 

 Upon said roll call, this Resolution was duly enacted as a Resolution of the City of Rathdrum, 

Kootenai County, Idaho, on the ___ day of December, 2015. 

 

APPROVED by the City Council on this ____ day of December, 2015. 

 

      CITY OF RATHDRUM  

 

   

      By:  ___________________________________ 

       Vic Holmes, Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 

_______________________________ 

Melissa Taylor, City Clerk 



 

City of Rathdrum 

Memo 

To: Mayor and City Council 

From: Brett Boyer, City Administrator 

Date: 12/4/2015 

Re: City Administrator Report  

Highlights of what projects and items have been worked on since our last meeting and may 
continue to be worked on.   

Mission Statement: The City of Rathdrum is committed to providing quality municipal services in 
a fiscally sound, responsive, and professional manner.  

Administration 
 
We had the second Citizen Steering Committee for the Rathdrum Mountain open space project.  We worked 
with them to prepare the agenda and the direction for the meeting and notice everyone for the meeting.  
Attended and participated in the meeting.  We gathered information from the group to report to the Council in 
January.   
 
Reviewed the ABC submittal and prepared the budget for the project and interacted with the Committee for 
the semi-final submittal.  The report turned out great and was written by Alivia Metts with the help of the 
committee.  
 
Prepared the recruitment questions and did orientation for the interview panel to hire two positions for Utility I 
and II.  Assisted the Department in getting through two interviews.  Two individuals were offered the positions 
and I coordinated the background checks and written offers.  One began today and the other begins on 
Monday.     
 
Finalized and coordinated the new microphone system. 
 
Some coordination on Mountain Harvest with Chris Hanson our forester. 
 
Review and final preparation of Fall newsletter.   
 
Attended Jobs Plus meeting.  
 
Conducted Staff meetings and Dept. Head meeting.   
 
We had a quarterly training on Title VI that relates to equal opportunity policies in the City. 
 
Regular Bills, Payroll and Finance 
 
Brett’s current major projects: 
Mountain Use Process 
Americas Best Communities Grant 



Review of and work on updating our Policy Manual 
Economic Development Committee Projects-Brochure 
Emergency Committee 
General Management 
 
 

Public Works 
 

Sewer/Water Master Plans and Policy Update: The City Council adopted the Water System Master Plan, 
Sanitary Sewer Master Plan and Basic Utility Policies.  With legal staff input, we are in the process of 
reviewing and revising our city ordinances so that they better reflect our expectations.  The City is in the 
process of reviewing legal staff's draft ordinance for the City's potable water system.  Standard Details for 
water infrastructure have been drafted and have been circulated for internal staff review.   

 

BNSF Railway - 2nd set of Tracks:  On 11.6.2014, ITD, BNSF, Kootenai County Sheriff's Department and the 
City of Rathdrum met to discuss BNSF Railway crossing at Mill Street and the future paralleling set of tracks 
through Rathdrum.  BSNF has asked that Rathdrum identify our water main crossings, as BNSF will require 
us to extend the protective steel casing under the limits of the new proposed set of rail.  We have pot-holed 4 
of the 5 locations and are compiling our collection information so that we can provide it to BNSF.  BNSF has 
informed us that any water line casing extensions need to be completed by the end of 2015.  We anticipate 
that there is 1 water main crossing which will need to be modified. BNSF mentioned their intentions of making 
improvements to SH53 (NB right-turn lane extension, SB left-turn lane extension, extension of NB travel lane).  
The placement of the 2nd set of tracks, thru the Mill Street intersection, should close Mill Street for 1-day (per 
BNSF).  As recently as September 2015, BNSF advised us that they intend to start construction on the 2nd set 
of tracks in early 2016.  However, others have indicated that BNSF's project will not take place until 2018. 

 

City-Wide Transportation Plan:  The consultant has developed the sub-network model of Rathdrum's 
roadway system.  DEA has completed a draft of the 2010 sub-network model (existing conditions) and 
the development of the 2030 sub-network model. DEA has provided us with a professional services 
agreement for the preparation of cost estimates for the CIPs created from DEA's modeling work and the 
narrative for the Transportation Plan.   

Meyer Road Pathway Extension (Boekel to Silverado):  We approved a change order (to Interstate) for this 
work.  This work is complete. 

Lancaster Road - west of SH41:  Interstate completed the asphalt paving and this roadway is open to 
traffic. 

Flashing Pedestrian School Zone Signs:  ITD completed their internal (district level) review of our 
PS&E submittal (submitted on 7.17.15).  We transmitted a revised PS&E packet on 8.5.15.  We recently 
received ITD's review comments, which were minor.  We re-submitted our packet to ITD and, 
subsequently, ITD provided additional, minor comments.  I'm hoping to get this publicly noticed in 
December.  It is now anticipated that this work will not be completed Spring 16. 

Site Plans/Subdivision Development 

Rathdrum Bible Church Addition: Construction ongoing.  

North Ranch at Corbin Crossing, 3rd Addition:  Construction is completed.  Warranty Surety has been 
provided and the Final Plat has been recorded. 

North Ranch at Corbin Crossing, 4th Addition: Construction is completed.  Warranty Surety has been 
provided and the Final Plat has been recorded. 

Timber Landings (McGovern Annexation):  Construction plans were approved on 11/12/15 and a pre-
construction meeting held with construction beginning. 

STEM Charter School:  Construction for site expansion is substantially complete until spring.  A “Site 
Improvement Agreement for Provisional Certificate of Occupancy” has been executed with the owners 
providing appropriate performance surety for the remaining site work to be completed by 6/30/15. Staff met 
with STEM and their consultant to discuss adding additional parking and paving to the site. Staff has reviewed 
additional paving and parking for STEM and construction is ongoing. 

 



NIC:  Construction of site/street development is underway. 

Corbin Crossing South: Applicant’s Engineer submitted the preliminary plat for review on 9.15.15. Staff is in 
the process of reviewing the application. 

 

Prairie Sky: Applicant’s Engineer submitted the preliminary plat for review on 9.25.15. On 10.28.15, the 
Applicant submitted redline comments back to Staff. Prairie Sky is scheduled for a hearing with P&Z on 
11.18.15.  

 

Trading Post:  Site development plans were approved on 10.8.15 and awaiting applicant to schedule a pre-
construction meeting and pick up permits. 

 

 

Parks and Recreation 
 
Park and Rec Staff concluded the Stein’s Market Mini-Slammer program on Saturday, November 21. 
Again we partnered with the Lakeland High School Basketball teams for this program. The Girl’s teams 
did the 1st 2 weeks and the Boys the last two weeks. This year we are bringing the Stein’s Market Night 
where the Lakeland High School Hawks will play the Bonners Ferry High School Basketball team. This 
will be held on Saturday December 5th and both Varsity teams will play. All youth who wear their Stein’s 
IGA shirts will get into the game free.  
 
The 2nd ,3rd ,and 4th Grade Basketball games started on Saturday, November 5th. Games are held at 
Lakeland Jr. High on Saturdays. We have four girl’s teams and six boy’s teams. Spirit Lake brought two 
Girl’s teams and also two Boys teams into our league. The Super One 2nd grade program began on 
November 5th .  These games are played at Mountain View High School on Saturdays from 9am to 
approximately 2:30 pm. 
 
The Thanksgiving Art class did not happen because of low registrations. The next Holiday Art program 
will be held on Saturday, December 12th at the North Idaho Head Start facility and will be from 10 am-
12pm. 
 
Park and Rec. staff is now preparing for the 5/6 Grade Basketball program by seeking team sponsors, 
reserving facilities, implementing and organizing for the upcoming season. Registrations will begin on 
Tuesday December 1st and will go through-out December. This league will begin play in January. 

  
Park and Rec staff has started preparing for the upcoming winter programs. The 1st event will be on 
Thursday, December 17th with the annual Santa Claus call-in. This will be from 6 pm to 8 pm and we will 
have staff down stairs at City Hall and at the Park and Rec Building. We have secured a private line to 
the North Pole and will have eight individuals handling the calls from throughout the Northwest. 

 
The annual Snow-Shoe Softball tournament is scheduled for Saturday January 9th .  Games will be held 
at Majestic Park. We tried this last year but there was no snow. Staff is currently securing snow-shoes 
and organizing for this event and hoping for snow this year. 

 
Recreation staff is now organizing and planning for our two popular events in February. The 
Daddy/Daughter dance, which will be held on Saturday, February 13, at Twin Lakes Elementary School 
followed by the Mother/Son skating on Monday, February 15 from 5:30-7:30 pm at Skate Plaza in Coeur 
d’Alene. 

 
A new event that Park and Rec Staff is now organizing is the Mayor’s Cup. This will be a Golf 
Tournament open for everyone. This is scheduled to be on Saturday, May 21st at the Links Golf Course 
outside of Rathdrum. The first committee meeting is scheduled for December 10th which will involve 
Hayden Parks and Rec, Post Falls Park and Rec, Coeur d’Alene Parks and Recreation, and the 
Rathdrum Parks and Recreation Department. This year the funds will go to North Idaho College 
Foundation and future tournaments will go to some designated non-profit organizations decided by the 
Mayor’s in their cities. 



 
Park and Rec staff has been partnering with the Chamber of Commerce’s annual December D’Lights 
Program. The festivities will again begin on Friday Night at the Lakeland Shopping Center. The Mayor 
will light the Christmas tree at approximately 4:30 pm. Lakeland High School will again provide 
Christmas Carolers that will stroll throughout the shopping center in the evening. The businesses will 
provide food and goodies for all and the Rathdrum Library and Parks and Recreation will provide Sleigh 
rides for everyone. Saturday, the festivities begin at 2 pm again with the Mayor lighting up Main St. and 
the Christmas tree followed right away with annual Lighted Rig Parade starting at approximately 5:00 
pm. Again the parade will go through the town on a designated route for all to see. Councilman Meckel 
will be this year’s Grinch and we will see what he does to spoil Christmas this year. 

 
Park staff has again been busy lighting up the community with Christmas Lights and displays. This year 
we have added a new display on City Hall, the Polar Express train. Again we will install approximately 
30,000 twinkly Christmas lights on Hwy 41 and Main St. 
Park Staff replaced a tree located next to the Main St. Bar that was damaged.   
 
The Parks are now closed except if the public would like to use Majestic Park for an event. 

 
The Cemetery Board did not meet in the month of November the Board will not meet again till March 
2016. 
 
There were 3 funerals in November. 

 
The Park and Recreation Commission did meet in the month of November. Staff reviewed with 
Commissioners on all the activities the Parks and Recreation Department for the month of November 
and what projects and activities that will be coming up this winter. We did have two Commissioners 
resign from the Commission and we will have to appoint one more to the Commission to complete Andy 
Olson’s term. Sandy Wessling’s position will not be filled because of an error on her term. It was 
discovered that her position was not adjusted as the others and her position would not up till next year 
which would make it 5 years instead of the required 4 years in the present ordinance. The City Clerk and 
staff are working to repair this error so that the position would be filled 2017. 

 
Staff met with the Roth Park neighborhood once in the month of November. We have a plan in place but 
do want to work with the neighbors and stake out the areas for the playground so that we can continue 
to work in partnership. We will try to get them together after the Holidays to move forward with this 
project. 
 

Police 
 

On November 25th officers received a call of a woman duct taped on Hwy 53 and Hidden Valley Rd.  
Officers from RPD, the Kootenai County SO and Idaho State Police responded.  The woman told 
investigators that she had been kidnapped from Spokane and taken to an abandoned shed in 
Rathdrum where she was beaten and bound.  Several officers from RPD along with Detective Ray 
processed the crime scene that evening while detectives from the KCSD interviewed the victim.  By 
the next day all three suspects had been apprehended and were in custody.  Detective Ray and the 
other officers involved did an outstanding job in resolving the case in a timely and professional 
manner. 

During the month several members of the department received training in critical areas.  Two officers 
attended Mental Health training, specifically dealing with people who have mental illness issues.  
Two officers attended training on domestic terrorism.  Seven officers attended Officer Survival 
training and my two secretaries attended Office Safety Training. 

During the month of November the Department handled 497 calls for service, wrote 47 reports made 
12 misdemeanor and 3 felony arrests.  They issued 37 infractions, 17 misdemeanor citations and 3 
animal citations.  



During the month the Department participated in a Seatbelt Emphasis grant in which officers 
worked 52 hours of OT.  They also participated in a one day railroad crossing emphasis with 
other Kootenai County law enforcement agencies.  

The Department continues to see an increase in our call volume compared to last year.  
Through the month of October we have seen an annual increase in calls of 12.5% (+610) and 
have also seen a 22% increase (+110) in the amount of reports that we have written.     

 

 
 



CHILDHOOD CANCER AWARENESS WEEK PROCLAMATION 

 

 

 
WHEREAS, the American Cancer Fund for Children and Kids Cancer Connection report cancer is the leading 

cause of death by disease among U.S. children between infancy and age 15. This tragic disease is detected in 

nearly 15,000 of our country's young people each and every year.  

 

WHEREAS, one in five of our nation's children loses his or her battle with cancer.  Many infants, children and 

teens will suffer from long-term effects of comprehensive treatment, including secondary cancers; and  

 

WHEREAS, founded over twenty years ago by Steven Firestein, a member of the philanthropic Max Factor 

cosmetics family, the American Cancer Fund for Children, Inc. and Kids Cancer Connection, Inc. are dedicated 

to helping these children and their families; and  

 

WHEREAS, the American Cancer Fund for Children and Kids Cancer Connection provide a variety of vital 

patient psychosocial services to children undergoing cancer treatment at St. Lukes Children's Hospital in Boise, 

Intermountain Primary Children's Hospital in Salt Lake City as well as participating hospitals throughout the 

country, thereby enhancing the quality of life for these children and their families; and  

 

WHEREAS, the American Cancer Fund for Children and Kids Cancer Connection also sponsor Courageous 

Kid Recognition Award presentations, community get well cards and hospital celebrations in honor of a child's 

determination and bravery to fight the battle against childhood cancer.  

 

WHEREAS, we pay tribute to the families, friends, professionals, and communities who lend their strength to 

children fighting pediatric cancer.  May their courage and commitment continue to move us toward new cures, 

healthier outcomes, and a brighter future for our children. 

 

NOW THEREFORE, proclaimed by the Rathdrum City Council that the week of December 20-26, 2015 is 

designated as “Childhood Cancer Awareness Week” in Rathdrum, Idaho. 

 

 

Dated this _____ day of December, 2015. 

 

 

               

              

     _________________________________ 

      Vic Holmes, Mayor   

 

 

 

 

Attest: 

 

 

 

 

 

______________________________ 

Melissa Taylor, City Clerk/Treasurer  
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